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The Moon Hall Film Festival was first established under the
guidance of Mr Hakan Besim, who joined the school as a
Computing teacher with a vision to make filmmaking a central
part of our creative life. At the request of Moon Hall’s founder,
Berry Baker, and Governor David Baker, this vision quickly took
root. A decade on, and now in its eighth festival, the event has
grown into one of the most anticipated highlights of the school
year.

Alongside the festival, Mr Besim leads a thriving Film Club,
giving students with a passion for storytelling the opportunity to
bring their own ideas to life on screen. With the support of
Moon Hall’s Executive Headteacher, Mrs Michelle Catterson,
Moon Hall has invested in bespoke video-editing PCs,
professional-grade equipment including tripods, DSLRs and
lenses, as well as access to the Adobe Creative Suite. These
resources ensure that our students can develop their skills using
industry-standard tools.

This commitment has also inspired the introduction of
Cambridge I-Media as a Key Stage 4 qualification, with
students achieving strong academic outcomes that reflect how
creative passion can drive academic success. In recent years,
the festival has opened its doors to other schools, extending
the opportunity for young filmmakers to showcase their work on
the big screen.

This year is especially exciting, as every Moon Hall pupil has
been given the chance to create and present a film in a
professional cinema setting. From comedies and dramas to
documentaries, thrillers and animations, the festival embodies
the imagination, creativity and dedication of our filmmaking
community. We are also delighted to welcome Micah Balfour
as this year’s Special Guest Judge.

The Moon Hall Film Festival: where the next generation of
filmmakers begins their journey. 
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Venue: Picture House Epsom 
Date: Friday 19 September 2025 
Running time: 1 hr 30 min

18:20 Doors open Guests arrive and take seats.

18:30 Welcome Brief introduction by festival organiser
Hakan Besim. House lights: Half

18:40 U-Rated Films begin Continuous reel incl. 10-
second intro before each film. House lights: Down

19:10 Interval 10-minute break. House lights: Full

19:20 PG-Rated Films begin Continuous reel incl. 10-
second intro before each film. House lights: Down

19:40 Awards & Closing Presentation to young
filmmakers. House lights: Half → Full

20:00 Event Ends Thank you & departures

All timings are approximate and subject to minor change on the night.SC
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Section Durations:

U-Rated block: 26 min 19 sec
Interval: 10 min
PG-Rated block: 18 min 09 sec
Awards: 25 min



The Moon Hall School Film Festival would not be possible
without the support of our dedicated judging panel.
Alongside our Guest Judges, a wonderful range of staff
members at Moon Hall School took the time to watch,
challenge, and celebrate this year’s films. Their
enthusiasm for cinema and commitment to fairness
ensured that every entry was given the attention it
deserved. This year’s panel includes:

Mrs Michelle Catterson – Executive Head
Mr Daniel Crowhurst – Deputy Head
Mrs Elanor Wexler – Head of IT
Mr David Curran – Head of Assistive Technology
Mrs Andrea Owens – Bursar and Clerk to the
Governors
Mrs Sarah Bocking – Head of Art
Mrs Julie Collins – ESB Teacher
Mrs Karen Martin – English & Drama Teacher
Mrs Paula Barrett – Receptionist & School
Administrator
Mrs Lucy Brearley – Head of Marketing
Mrs Sally Collins – Head of Food Technology

We are truly grateful to each of them for giving their time
and expertise, and for being such a keen, supportive film
audience for our students.
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Micah Balfour is a British actor known for his work in
television, theatre, and film. He has appeared in several well-
known UK television series and is recognised for his versatility
and stage presence. Notable Work includes The Bill, Doctors,
EastEnders, Holby City and Casualty. 

Micah has also performed with the Royal Shakespeare
Company (RSC) and other major UK theatre companies,
demonstrating strong classical acting skills. He has acted in
short films and independent projects, often showcasing his
range beyond television. Micah trained at LAMDA (London
Academy of Music and Dramatic Art), one of the UK's most
prestigious drama schools.
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Kevin Gates is a writer and
director best known for The Zombie
Diaries (2006), World of the Dead
(2011), and The Paranormal Diaries:
Clophill (2013). He has also directed
animated music videos, authored a
book on the paranormal, and
appeared in the documentary The
Found Footage Phenomenon (2021).
He is currently in production on the
feature film Mothman: The Zone of
Fear.

Sam Karlsson, Head of English at a
local grammar school, is an
accomplished educator, writer, and
judge for this film festival. An expert
in Gothic literature, he has
collaborated with Professor Andrew
Green from Brunel University on this
supernatural subject. Known for his
thoughtful storytelling, Karlsson
gained recognition in 2017 with his
short film The Woman, starring Kate
and Malcolm Strafford. The film
explores themes of identity and
societal roles, reflecting his
nuanced understanding of human
relationships. His writing merges
literary depth with keen insights,
resonating across both educational
and creative spaces.

G
UE

ST
 JU

D
G

IN
G

 P
AN

EL
 



When three girls stumble upon a million
pounds, their joy quickly turns to fear as
they lose their way in a mysterious
woodland. Trapped in a strange time zone
where nothing is as it seems, they must
face the unknown. Will they ever make it
back? 

By Maia, Isla, Georgina, Y9 MHS

1. Back in Time | 3:27

A unique and imaginative exploration of Art
and the rise of AI—without relying on AI
itself. Crafted using stop-motion animation,
this inventive short film offers a refreshing,
hands-on perspective on creativity in the
digital age.

2. Understand, The Concept of Art | 1:47

By Cami, 2025 Y11 Leaver, MHS

A quiet park bench becomes the start of a
new friendship, as four girls connect
through laughter, sketches, and shared
moments in this warm coming-of-age short.

3. Where We Sit | 1:25

By Mia, Lily, Mia and Clara, Danetree School 
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A fun and energetic video to promote
Sports Day at Moon Hall School.

By Florence M, Y8 MHS

4. Sports Day Promo | 0:31

A short and lively video announcing and
promoting Sports Day at Moon Hall
School.

5. Sports Day Promo | 0:34

By Gigi, Y8 MHS

A short promotional video introducing
healthy eating and wellbeing, created for
the new company Bright Awareness.

6. Bright Awareness Promo | 0:51

By Toby H, Y11 MHS

A very short sloth story that reflects on
what’s truly priceless.

7. Sloth Tales | 1:07

By Barnaby H
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A group of students plans the perfect
library plant heist... until everything goes
hilariously wrong.

By Skyrah, Charlie, Madoc & Elliott, Y10 MHS

8. The Heist | 1:30

A group ventures into the woods and
stumbles upon Matilda - a mysterious figure
with a haunting presence.

9. The Ghost in the Wood | 2:30

By Freya, Athena, Sammy, Felix, Ivy, Emilia,
Matilda, Mollie and Castora, Y6 MHS

When a bully steals Eliza’s imaginary red
bag, an act of kindness helps reveal the real
reason behind it. The Bag is a touching story
about empathy, friendship, and being seen.

10. The Bag | 1:50

By Eliza, Florence, Issy and Gem, Y8 MHS

A mysterious message leads Calum to an
unexpected connection in this quiet,
powerful drama.

11. The Note | 1:31

By Calum & Yusuf, Y10 MHS



Jamie keeps misplacing his football boots.
Will he find them, or are his friends playing a
prank?

15. The Football Boots | 1:22

By Jamie, Carl, George and Will, Y10 MHS
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A documentary exploring Special
Educational Needs (SEN) in the UK,
encouraging viewers to be themselves and
never give up.

By Chloe E, Y11 MHS

12. The Spectrum Within | 2:56

Littering is destroying the environment, and
there’s only one hope left... BIN BUSTER!

13. Bin Buster | 1:59

By Roar Productions

A short animation about a stick figure who
meets their friend, Figure.

14. Friends Meet Again | 0:28

By Charlie, Y6 MHS



Orlando finds a strange button that resets
time. At first, it’s fun - until he’s not alone
anymore ...

17. Rewind | 1:24

By Orlando, Duke of Kent, and Josh, Y8 MHS
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When Mr. Joe threatens to unleash a zombie
apocalypse, students Alex and Toby think
he's joking - until things get a little too real.

By Alex, Toby, Joe and Jayden, Y8 MHS

16. Alex, Toby vs Zombies | 2:49

Scroogella hates Christmas, until three
magical spirits show her what she’s lost,
what she’s missing, and what her future
could become.

18. A Christmas Carol | 5:27

By Mia, Lily, Mia & Clara, Danetree School

When Alex and Jamie enter the abandoned
Room 13, they discover a mysterious mirror
that reveals a trapped ghost.

By Jack, Archie, Robin, Conor, Y10 MHS

19. Room 13 | 0:25



One path. One forest. One terrifying
outcome... zombies.

21. The Rise of the Zombie Werewolves | 1:19

By Jack, Y6 MHS

A boy climbs into the attic to discover a dark
figure lurking in the shadows.

22. The Attic | 1:49

By Barnaby, Y11 MHS
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Hiding from a monster, a creature that hears
everything. Two friends must remain silent to
survive.

20. Don’t. Make. A. Sound. | 2:32

By Iona, Leo & George, Y8 MHS

Alex and Toby are transported into an AI
world to battle their superhero, Ironman

23. Alex & Toby Vs Ironman | 1:05

By Alex & Toby, Y8 MHS
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We would like to express our heartfelt gratitude to everyone
who made this evening possible. A huge thank you to our
panel of judges, who dedicated their time to carefully
viewing and judging the films, ensuring a fair and thoughtful
process.

We are especially grateful to our special guest, Micah
Balfour, for taking time out of his busy filming schedule on
EastEnders to join us this evening.

Our sincere thanks also go to our colleague Elanor Wexler for
her invaluable support throughout the festival, and to our
Executive Head, Mrs Michelle Catterson, for allowing us the
opportunity to run this event. A special thank you to Cris
Taylor and the team at Picture House Cinema for helping to
make tonight’s screening possible. We would also like to
extend a thank you to Lucy Brearley for her incredible help in
organising the film festival.

Most importantly, we want to thank the children and young
people who created all the films in this festival. Your
creativity, dedication, and passion for storytelling are what
make this event truly shine. Finally, thank you to our wonderful
audience, your encouragement and enthusiasm make this
celebration of young filmmakers so special.

All prizes for the competition have been generously provided
by Hak’s Hacks (www.hakshacks.co.uk - Internet safety &
Tech Tips for Parents) and Moon Hall School has sponsored
the awards and provided certifications for all the films.
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Welcome to the Moon Hall School Film Festival, a celebration
of creativity, storytelling, and filmmaking talent from our
students and visiting schools. This year’s festival showcases a
fantastic line-up of films across genres including animation,
comedy, drama, documentary, thrillers, and horror. Screened
on the big screen at the Picture House Cinema in Epsom, the
event offers our young filmmakers the rare opportunity to see
their work come to life in a professional cinema setting. At the
end of the screenings, prizes and awards will be presented to
celebrate the outstanding creativity and effort of all those
involved.

All films screened at the Moon Hall School Film Festival are
rated U (suitable for all ages) or PG (parental guidance
advised). While the programme contains a wide variety of
genres — including animation, comedy, drama, documentary,
thriller, and horror — any content with mild scares or suspense
has been carefully classified as PG. We kindly ask that parents
and guardians use their discretion when younger children are
watching the PG-rated films.

Filmmakers who have submitted their work as a team will be
recognised with awards that celebrate creativity, skill, and
storytelling. Each award includes a trophy and a special prize,
the winners will be able to choose between a retro games
console or a gaming keyboard. This year’s award categories
are:

Best Editing
Best Promo
Best Acting
Best Cinematography
Special Guest Judge’s Award

Best Animation Film
Best Junior Film
Best Storytelling
Most Creative Idea
Best Overall Film
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BELIEVE BELONG BECOME

Moon Hall School, Flanchford Road, Reigate, Surrey, RH2 8RE

www.moonhallschoolreigate.co.uk 01306 611372 schooloffice@moonhall.co.uk


